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his pilgrimage dwells for a time in his own native land.
Here the soul needs no windows as all the walls have fallen
away; but the majority of men, having only a dim con-
sciousness of their surroundings at this height, rest there
for a short time, scarcely awake, yet assimilating the
small results of the closed earth-life. Still, with develop-
ment, the life of the man on the formless level becomes
longer, richer and deeper as his causal body grows bigger
and better organised, and he returns to earth-life with
greater knowledge and more effective power to help him-
self and others.
On the highest subplane live the Masters or Adepts
and Their higher pupils; on that next below, the souls
whose higher evolution is attested by their inborn culture
and natural refinement when in earthly bodies; and on
the third subplane, the vast majority of the sixty thousand
millions of souls, spoken of before, who form the mass of
our as yet backward humanity.
The length of a man's stay in the higher mental
world depends on the stage of his evolution as well as on
his deep thinking and noble living during earth-life, as
described in Chapter IV.
Still, to every man, however unprogressed, there
comes a moment of clear vision before his return to earth,
when he sees his past life with the causes working from it
into the future, and, glancing forward, he also sees the
next incarnation that awaits him with its possibilities and
opportunities. Then the clouds of matter close upon him
and obscure his vision, and the cycle of another incarna-
tion begins with the awakening of the powers of the lower
mind through Tanha, the blind thirst for manifested life,
as already explained in Chapter IV on Reincarnation.

